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first patent in France (e. g.), and a foreigner who seeks protection for 
a patent originating in another country. The rights of the former are 
governed entirely by French law, although he may have been admitted 
to the protection of that law by international agreement. The right 
of the second, however, is governed by the law of the foreign state where 
the patent originated, in all respects except where, for special reasons 
of public order, the local law will supersede the law of the state of origin. 
The first part of M. Pillet's treatise is taken up with an account of 
the French law of industrial property; the second part with the Inter- 
national Union of Paris, its formation, and its effect upon national 
law. In connection with the latter, the author discusses the theory 
that the international convention guarantees a "minimum of protec- 
tion." This expression he considers ill chosen; he does not believe that 
the founders of the Union desired to establish a common legislation. 
In fact, the idea of a common legislation seems to him to be impossible, 
considering the great differences among the various countries concerned. 
The theory of the minimum of protection would imply that the treaty 
would abrogate interior legislation, if the latter is less favorable than 
the rule introduced by the treaty; but the treaty itself would be abro- 
gated by a law containing a greater amount of protection to industrial 
property than provided for in the treaty. No such direct connection 
between the minimum contained in the treaty and national legislation 
was in the mind of the makers of the treaty. The minimum is to be 
understood as internationally adopted, with the understanding that 
nations will make their legislation conform to it, and also that restricted 
unions may be formed, in which an even greater amount of protection 
will be provided for. To hold that the treaty would ipso facto supersede 
legislation in case the latter were less favorable would often create very 
difficult problems, as it would be next to impossible to determine, under 
certain conditions, as to what law was to be considered more favorable. 

Paul S. Reinsch. 

Manuel de droit maritime. Ed. Vermond, Professeur a la faculte" de droit 
de 1'universite d'Aix-Marseille. Paris: Larose & Tenin. 3d ed., 
1911. pp. viii, 508. 

This book is one of very limited scope and not a general treatise on 
maritime law. The Manuel gives attention more particularly to the 
modifications which the development of commerce has introduced in 
the civil code and in the commercial code. Considering maritime law 
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from two points of view, viz., as relating to vessel and as relating to cargo, 
the aim is to present as exactly as possible the bearing of the principles 
of the law. 

Ships having sufficient carrying capacity to engage in maritime com- 
merce are regarded as under maritime law. The legal status of such 
vessels is considered. The juridical acts by which the personnel be- 
comes related to the vessel and their relations under the law to one 
another and to the vessel are set forth. 

The second part of the Manuel, which treats of the cargo and of the 
use of the vessel, covers the subjects ordinarily coming within admiralty 
jurisdiction, such as maritime contracts, general average, collisions, 
salvage, etc. This treatment shows that in some respects the French 
law has not kept pace with the development and changes in means of 
transportation on the sea. 

While the Manuel is particularly and narrowly directed to French 
practice, many of the topics are considered in an historical and theo- 
retical manner, which gives the book a value for the general reader. 

George G. Wilson. 

Die Frage der Minen im Seekrieg, Auf der Grundlage des Haager 
Abkommens "uber die Legung unterseeischer selbsfMtiger Kontakt- 
minen" vom Jahre, 1907. Historisch und dogmatisch beleucht 
von Dr. jur. Erich Rocholl. Marburg a. L.: Adolf Ebel. 1911. 
viii, 154 p. 

This brochure of 154 pages is one of the series of studies issued from 
the Seminar of Political and Legal Science of the University of Marburg. 
The early pages show briefly the rapid development of the use of mines 
in warfare on the sea and particularly the general use of mines in the 
Russo-Japanese war of 1904-1905. Then follows a review of the opin- 
ions of some of the writers in the French, English and German languages 
and a reference to the resolution of the Institute of International Law. 
About thirty pages are given to a tabular view of the propositions made 
at the Second Hague Conference in 1907. There is also a brief con- 
sideration of the discussions at the Conference. It is evident that the 
dangers to neutrals and to belligerents are so great that definite regula- 
tions should be adopted, and it is also evident that the rules of the Con- 
vention of 1907 are often vague and indefinite. The treatment of the 
subject as presented by Dr. Rocholl forms a convenient summary of 
the positions taken by certain of the delegates at The Hague in 1907 
and of the opinions of some writers who have referred to the use of mines. 



